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Nº SPEAKERS OF THE SCIENTIFIC WORKSHOP 

1 

 
Karen L. O’Brien 

(South-Africa)  
Chair 

Karen O’Brien is a geographer working on issues related to global environmental change and human 
security. She is a Senior Research Fellow at CICERO, with a part-time position in the department of 
human geography at the University of Oslo.  Her research has focused on deforestation and climate change 
in southern Mexico, climate variability and the use of seasonal forecasts in southern Africa, and climate 
change impacts and vulnerability in the context of economic globalization. She is a member of the 
Scientific Steering Committee for the Global Environmental Change and Human Security (GECHS) 
project of IHDP, and a lead author on the adaptation chapter of IPCC’s Fourth Assessment report. Karen’s 
publications include Sacrificing the Forest: Environmental and Social Struggles in Chiapas and Coping 
with Climate Variability: User Responses to Seasonal Forecasts in Southern Africa, as well as articles in 
Climatic Change, Global Environmental Change, Mitigation and Adaptation Strategies for Global 
Change, and the Annals of the Association of American Geographers. 
Email: karen.obrien@cicero.uio.no 
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Robin Leichenko 

(USA)  
Vice-Chair 

 
Dra. Robin M. Leichenko is Associate Professor of Geography at Rutgers University. Dr. Leichenko 
received a Ph.D. in Geography and an M.A. in Economics from Penn State University. Her current 
research investigates the effects of globalization and global environmental change on vulnerable regions 
and populations in both advanced and developing countries. She is co-author with Dr. Karen O’Brien of 
Double Exposure: Global Environmental Change in an Era of Globalization (Oxford University Press, 
forthcoming, 2005). 
Home page:  http://geography.rutgers.edu/people/faculty/leichenko/index.html 
Email: rleichen@rci.rutgers.edu 
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Eduardo Viola 
(Brazil) 

Vice-Chair 

 
Eduardo Viola is Full Professor of International Relations at the University of Brasilia.  
He has been visiting professor in many universities, including Stanford, Colorado, Notre Dame and 
Amsterdam.  
He has published extensively on issues of Globalization and Governance, International Security and 
International Environmental Negotiations. 
Email: eduardoviola@bturbo.com 
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Mahendra Shah 
(Austria) 

 
 

Since February 2001, Mahendra Shah is a Senior Scientist and Coordinator of United Nations Relations at 
the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, in Laxenburg, Austria. His present work is 
concerned with sustainable development, education and negotiations capacity building, integrated social-
environmental-economic policy analysis, differentially vulnerable populations and millennium 
development goals. 
During the period 1997 to 2000, Mr. Shah served as Executive Secretary to the CGIAR System Review, 
based at the World Bank in Washington. He coauthored “Food in the 21st century - from Science to 
Sustainable Agriculture” published by the World Bank. He was a Special Advisor to the Secretary General 
of UNCED during 1991-92 and prepared the Earth Summit report "The Global Partnership for 
Environment and Development - A Guide to Agenda 21". During 1988-89 he served in the UN Office of 
the Coordinator for Afghanistan as Director of Information and during 1984-86, he was Director of 
Monitoring and Evaluation Division, UN Office for Emergency Operations in Africa. From 1977 to 83, he 
was a Senior Scientist with the IIASA Food and Agriculture Program, International Institute for Applied 
Systems Analysis, participating in the development of a general equilibrium model of the world 
agricultural economy, and coauthored the UNFPA/FAO/IIASA Land Resources for Populations of the 
Future Report. 
Mr. Shah received his Ph.D. from the University of Cambridge in 1971 and he started his career at the 
University of Nairobi (1971-1977) and the Ministry of Economic Planning (1974-76) in Kenya. 
Email: shah@iiasa.ac.at 

5  Alejandro León
(Chile) 

Email: Aleon-a@uchile.cl 
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Stefan Wirsenius 

(Sweden) 

 
Stefan Wirsenius received a PhD in Environmental Sciences at Chalmers University of Technology, 
Sweden. He is currently a researcher at the Department of Physical Resource Theory at Chalmers. His 
main research area is analysis of the potentials and options for decreasing resource use and environmental 
effects of the global food and agriculture system. 
Email: Stefan.wirsenius@fy.chalmers.se 
 
 

7 Leslie A. King 
(Canada) 

Email: lking@cc.umanitoba.ca 

8  Barbara Huddleston
(Italy) 

Email: Barbara.huddleston@fao.org 
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Paul E. Filmer 

(USA) 

Paul Filmer received his Ph.D. from MIT, and his B.Sc. from Caltech. Paul works for the U.S. National 
Science Foundation, where he is the Program Director for International Collaboration and Infrastructure 
Development. The U.S. support for the IAI, APN, ENRICH, START and their programs are funded out of 
his portfolio. Paul is interested in the development of regional and worldwide networks of scientific 
research institutions that can contribute results and information to the political and economic sectors of 
society, based on the concepts of scientific excellence, peer-review, and accountability. 
Email: pfilmer@nsf.gov 
 

10  José Maria Gutiérrez
(Costa Rica) 

E-mail:  jgutierr@cariari.ucr.ac.cr 

11  Linda Stevenson
(Japan) 

E-mail: lstevenson@apn.gr.jp 
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Sarah Cline 

(Washington) 

 
Sarah Cline is a research analyst at the International Food Policy Research Institute, where her work 
focuses on water resources management and global food supply issues.  She has co-authored several 
publications including the book World Water and Food to 2025: Dealing with Scarcity.  Prior to her work 
at IFPRI, Sarah worked at Resources for the Future.  She received an M.S. degree in Agricultural and 
Resource Economics and a B.S. degree in Environmental Science from West Virginia University. 
E-mail: S.Cline@cgiar.org 

 ORGANIZERS OF THE SCIENTIFIC WORKSHOP 

13 Alexander López and 
Carlos Chaverri 

CEMEDE 
(Costa Rica) 

Email: alope@una.ac.cr 
 
Email: carloschaverri@costarricense.cr 
 

14 Maarit Thiem and 
Valerie Schulz 

IHDP 
(Germany) 

Email: thiem.ihdp@uni-bonn.de 
 
Email: schulz.ihdp@uni-bonn.de 
 

15  Marcella O. Schwarz
and Gicela Zambon 

IAI 
(Brazil) 

Email: marcella@dir.iai.int 
 
Email: gicela@dir.iai.int 
 

 


